Illustration: Rav Avigdor Miller and the Appleseed, Judaica Press

Toras Avigdor
Junior
Adapted from
the teachings of
Rav Avigdor
Miller z"l
By: Pinchas
Ben-Ami

פרשת קרח

Running Towards
the Angry Bear
Sponsored in honor of the greatest
Batsheva G.
From Totty and Mommy
For sponsorship opportunities please call: 347.755.8860

Parshas Korach

Running Towards the Angry Bear
In this week’s parshah, we learn about the big machlokes that
Korach and his friends made against Moshe Rabbeinu. Now, we all
know about Korach — he’s the famous trouble-maker! But who
were the people who joined him?
The passuk tells us that they were mainly from Shevet Reuven.
Why Shevet Reuven of all the shevatim? So Chazal explain that
because the people of Reuven lived close to Korach, they were
impressed by him and they joined him in his fight against Moshe
Rabbeinu.
Now, that’s a very serious thing to do, to fight against Moshe
Rabbeinu. Everyone knew who Moshe was! They knew that he
spoke to Hashem and that he had led the Am Yisroel out of
Mitzrayim with great nissim! Starting a fight with Moshe Rabbeinu
was a very foolish thing to do.
But the lesson that Hashem wants to teach us here is
that a foolish neighbor or a silly friend can make such a
strong impression on you that you forget all the Torah
you learned. Just from hearing things that your friend
says, and from seeing things he does, you can very
easily become just as foolish as him.
This is such an important lesson that Shlomo
Hamelech, the wisest person who ever lived,
repeats it over and over again in Sefer
Mishlei. Mishlei is a wonderful sefer written
by Shlomo Hamelech. There are very
important lessons in it and they are written
as meshalim, which makes them very
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interesting. And one of the more interesting meshalim is about this:
ֹפגוֹ ׁש ֹּדב ׁ ַש ּכוּל … ְו ַאל ְּכ ִסיל ְ ּב ִא ַו ְּל ּתו.
ָ ּ First we’ll translate it, then we’ll
explain what it means.
“It’s better to meet up with a mother bear who just lost her cubs,
than to meet up with a fool who will teach you foolish things.”
Now, these words need a lot of explaining because it is NOT good
to meet a mother bear, even if she didn’t lose her cubs.
This is very important to know, especially now in the summer when
many of us are in camp and bungalow colonies. There are many
animals in the woods. And some of them are fun to watch. It’s fun
to watch butterflies! And it’s exciting to watch a chipmunk climb a
tree. You can see the wonderful world that Hashem made. But
there’s one animal you don’t want to meet, and that’s a mother bear
with her cubs.
Some people think a bear cub is cute, and they like to go near it. But
if there’s a baby bear, chances are that
its mother is pretty close by. And if you
get too close … WATCH OUT! Mother
bears don’t accept any excuses. If
you come near their baby, they’ll
make sure to get even with you!
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But Shlomo Hamelech is telling us in this passuk that there is a time
when we should try to meet an upset bear. When is that? The
passuk continues: ֹ — ְו ַאל ְּכ ִסיל ְ ּב ִא ַו ְּל ּתוwhen the other choice is
meeting a fool with his foolishness.
Which fool are we talking about here? It doesn’t mean someone
who is not smart. The passuk is talking about someone who doesn’t
understand the most basic things about life — that’s what we call
a fool.
Someone who doesn’t understand that we must listen to our
parents and teachers — that’s a fool. Someone who doesn’t
understand that the Torah is the most important part of life — that’s
a fool.
If you see someone like that coming down the street, make sure to
cross to the other side. But what if on the other side of the street
you see an angry mother bear — one who is looking for her lost
cubs? What should you do then? So, if you could climb up a tree,
that’s the best option. But what if you don’t know how to climb
trees? So the passuk says: Cross the street to the bear! It is better
to meet an angry bear who will rip you to pieces than to meet a fool
who will rip your neshamah to pieces.
So this week’s parshah teaches us: Stay away from fools! Don’t be
like the people from Shevet Reuven who lost out because they
wanted to stay friends with their neighbor Korach!
Like Shlomo Hamelech tells us, more than you’re afraid of an angry
bear, be afraid of a foolish friend. The danger to your neshamah is
much worse!.
Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
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