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Parshas Devarim

Loving Those that Hashem Loves

Many many years ago a certain non-Jew got a funny idea in his 
head. He wanted to be m’gayeir, to become a Yid, but first he 
wanted to find out what the Torah is all about. Now, this person 
didn’t have too much patience, so he decided that he would try to 
find a teacher who would teach him the whole Torah very quickly.

Of course, this wasn’t the brightest idea. It takes a very long 
time to learn the Torah! You can learn and learn for a hundred years, 
and still you wouldn’t be finished. The Torah is compared to the 
ocean. An ocean is very wide and very, very deep. It’s impossible to 
swim through every inch of the ocean!

But this person came into the Beis Medrash of Shammai 
Hazaken and told Shammai, “I want to learn the whole Torah! I 
want to know it all. But I don’t have too much time, so I want you to 
teach it to me while I’m standing  on one foot. As soon as I can’t 
balance myself anymore, I have to leave.” 

Now, how long do you think a person can stand on one foot? 
Even if you’re very strong, you can’t do it for more than a few 
minutes.

So Shammai told the man to go home. “What are you talking 
about?!” said Shammai. “Are you trying to make a joke out of the 
Torah?! It’s impossible to get instructions for life in a half a minute! 
You need to learn Torah, you need to work on your middos! There’s 
a lot of work to be done!”

It may sound funny to you, but besides for being a Rosh Yeshiva, 
Shammai also had a construction company. That’s how he made a 
parnassah. So Shammai showed him his tools. He said: “Do you 
think I can build a house in a half a minute? A Jewish neshamah is 
much more complicated than a house! How can it be built in a half 
a minute?!”
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This goy was disappointed, but he didn’t give up.  He walked 
over to the other Beis Medrash in the city and asked if he could 
speak to Hillel Hazaken for one minute. And he asked Hillel if he 
could learn the Torah while standing on one foot. 

“Yes,” said Hillel, “no problem! Pick up your foot and listen to 
this: What you don’t like done to you, don’t do to someone else. 
That’s the whole Torah. Once you’ve got that straight, you know 
the Torah, and all the rest of it is just an explanation of that one rule. 
So you can put your foot down now, and get busy learning the 
explanations.”

מֹוָך ּתֹוָרה ,Loving your fellow Jew — ְוָאַהְבּתָ ְלֵרֲעָך ּכָ דֹול ּבַ ָלל ּגָ  — ֶזה ּכְ
that is the main idea of the whole Torah!

Do you know why loving a fellow Jew is so important? Let us 
turn to a passuk in this week’s parshah: נֹו א ִאיׁש ֶאת ּבְ ר ִיּשָׂ ֲאׁשֶ  The .ּכַ
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passuk is saying that Hashem carries us like a father carries his 
baby. That means that Hashem is taking care of every Jew in this 
world like a father takes care of his baby.

Everyone loves babies, but a baby’s father loves him the most! 
A father loves his baby even when the baby spits up on his new 
suit, even when he cries in the middle of the night and doesn’t let 
him sleep. And that’s how Hashem loves you — no matter what! 

We cannot imagine the great amount of love Hashem feels for 
every Yid, but we know it’s there, and our job in this world is to love 
our fellow Jews just like Hashem loves them. That’s the main idea 
of the Torah. He wants us to imitate Him and love our fellow Yidden 
— no matter what!

But we can’t just say that we love everyone. We have to begin 
liking people first. So let’s get busy with this most important part of 
the Torah. Look around in your classroom or your bunk. Everyone is 
special in his or her own way, and everyone has something about 
him that you can like. 

You can like one boy because of how he shares with everyone. 
You can like another boy because of how nicely he sings. Maybe 
another boy is very good at a certain game. Another one may have 
a nice smile. 

Every person has something that makes him special and lovable, 
and if you want to start keeping the main mitzvah of the Torah, the 
best way to do it is by loving your fellow Jews — just like Hashem 
loves them.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
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