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Part I. Setting Out
The Floating Basket
Everyone remembers the story of that little baby boy in a
basket who was aimlessly floating on the Nile River. And the truth
is we should have never heard of him again because that basket
should have kept on floating. The Nile eventually flows out to the
sea and the basket with Moshe Rabeinu inside was going to go
lost in the vast ocean – unless maybe a crocodile would snap him
up before that. The one thing we know for sure is that this
beautiful little boy wasn't headed for any success.
And then, suddenly, a new character is introduced into our
history:  – ַו ֵּת ֶרד ַ ּבת ּ ַפ ְרעֹה ִל ְרחֹץ ַעל ַהיְ אֹרThe daughter of Pharaoh went
down to bathe by the river (Shmos 2:5). We never heard of her —
we didn’t even know Pharaoh had a daughter — and suddenly she
appears on the stage of history bathing in the river, יה ה ְֹלכֹת
ָ ְונַ ֲער ֶֹת
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 – ַעל יַ ד ַהיְ אֹרand her servant girls are walking alongside her on the
riverbank.
Now, these words presented a puzzle to the chachomim.
Because when a princess goes into the river to bathe, her servant
girls are expected to wade into the river along with her; that’s
their job – to serve her and to protect her. That’s why the
President’s bodyguards are expected to follow him everywhere –
even to the bathroom. It’s not like the Secret Service today who
will allow a meshugener like John Hinckley to get close to the
President (Reagan), and only when he starts taking potshots at
the President that’s when they wake up. Nothing doing! A princess
is accompanied everywhere!
Bathing With Purpose
And therefore the chachomim paid attention to the fact that
the possuk goes out of its way to tell us that the maidservants
walked along the banks of the river – that they weren’t willing to
join the daughter of Pharaoh in her swim. And so the chachomim
tell us that there was a good reason why they didn’t accompany
her. It’s because the daughter of Pharaoh wasn’t merely going to
bathe herself: יה
ָ  – ְמ ַל ֵּמד ׁ ֶש ָ ּי ְר ָדה ִל ְרחֹץ ִמ ִ ּג ּלו ֵּלי ֵ ּבית ָא ִבThe possuk is
teaching us that she went down to bathe herself as a demonstration
that she was throwing away the idolatry of her father. Bathing is
always a symbol of teshuva, of breaking away from the past. And
her ladies in waiting did not want to go along with the
demonstration that the bas Pharaoh was making.
At that moment, the daughter of Pharaoh was making a
demonstration against her father. She was greatly troubled by
her father’s behavior and had been harboring these thoughts in
her mind for a long time already. Her father was persecuting the
Bnei Yisroel for no reason and she recognized how noble these
people really were, and she was outraged by how they were being
degraded by the Mitzrim. And as a result of her cogitations, of her
thinking, she came to the conclusion that she wanted to side with
the Am Yisroel; that it is better to be on the side of the oppressed
than on the side of the oppressor. And now, all her sympathies
were with the Bnei Yisroel. Her mind was boiling with indignation
and she wanted to break herself away from the travesty of justice
she witnessed in her country – that’s what her bath was all about.
4
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A Dangerous Errand
And now, she takes a look and she sees something out of the
ordinary floating on the water – a basket, a little crib – and we
understand that the daughter of Pharaoh already surmised what
it was; and so  – ַו ִּת ׁ ְש ַלח ֶאת ֲא ָמ ָת ּהshe sent out her amah. Now, there
are two peirushim to the word amah. One is that amasah means
“her girl servant.” At first she said to her servant girl, “Wade out
into the river and grab that basket for me.” But the servant girls
weren't that stupid; they knew that this little errand smelled with
capital punishment. Because what could be in that basket floating
on the water? They understood what was floating there and the
last thing they wanted to do was start up with Pharaoh.
So when the handmaid was dispatched to grab the basket,
she thought to herself, “Nothing doing!” She was afraid for her
neck. Of course, she wouldn’t resist the order of her governess
straight away, so we can suppose that she ventured into the water
to a certain depth; she made some faint attempt to reach the
basket and then she returned empty-handed with an excuse that
it was too deep into the river, that it was out of her arm's reach.
The Princess Exerts Herself
But this little basket was now floating by and in one second
it would be too late. So the daughter of Pharaoh didn't wait any
longer and she stretched out her arm. That’s the second peirush:
 — ַו ִּת ׁ ְש ַלח ֶאת ֲא ָמ ָת ּה ַו ִּת ָּק ֶח ָהShe sent out her arm and took hold of it.
Amasah means her arm; the amah measurement, the cubit, is
measured by the arm. And so, when the handmaiden came back
empty handed, so the bas Pharaoh stretched out her arm herself.
Now, on this the gemara tells us a bit of mysticism. The
gemara says her arm was not long enough and she couldn’t reach
it. But she was determined not to let that basket get away so she
reached with all her strength; she extended every muscle, every
tendon in her arm, until she disjointed her arm; it was pulled out
of the socket. That’s what the gemara says; that her arm became
longer than it was supposed to be.
Now how did that happen? Maybe you want to learn it
k’pshuto and say it was a miracle – whatever you’ll say happened
there, what we can say for sure is that because she was who she
Toras Avigdor : Parshas Shemos
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was, because she had built up in her soul such a strong desire to
do what was right, so she exerted herself with every ounce of her
energy. She strained her arm to the utmost and Hakodosh Boruch
Hu helped her make it. She seized the basket with her fingertips
before it floated by once and forever, and history was made.
Secret Motives
Now, many of the historic things that are related in the Torah
are treated sparsely – often nothing is said to introduce them.
And that’s what we find here – at first glance it seems as if the
origins of this great woman is entirely lacking; the bas Pharaoh
suddenly appears out of nowhere to save the redeemer of the Am
Yisroel.
But we must understand that the daughter of Pharaoh did
not suddenly appear on the scene. That’s what Chazal are teaching
us when they say יה
ָ  – ׁ ֶש ָ ּי ְר ָדה ִל ְרחֹץ ִמ ִ ּג ּלו ֵּלי ֵ ּבית ָא ִבthat she went to the
Nile to bathe herself clean of the wickedness of her father’s home.
When she was going to bathe, she had in her mind something
beyond bathing, something that had been in her mind a long time
before.
And it was only because of the desires, the thoughts that had
been in her heart for a long time, that’s why it turned out that she
starred in this episode; the greatest man in history was floating
by in a little basket at that moment, and she made it, she saved
him. That was her reward for her wanting, her desires.
Gaining A Place in History
And now we understand why the basket was out of the reach
of an ordinary maidservant. Because she wasn’t deserving of it –
her mind was not fermenting, bubbling with thoughts of the
righteousness of the Am Yisroel. She didn’t want to reach the
basket! Only because the bas Pharaoh longed to be a helper for
the Am Yisroel, only because of the desires that she had created
in her mind long before this incident, that’s why Hakodosh Boruch
Hu led her in the path that she wanted and that’s why she
succeeded. Her ratzon, her desire was the introduction to her
greatness in this world.
That’s why the bas Pharaoh is enshrined forever in the Torah
as the mother of moshian shel Yisroel. The savior of the Am Yisroel
6
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is considered her child, and forever and ever the Torah is going to
continue to relate what she did. She is the one whose hand was
outstretched to save the Jewish people. The Am Yisroel came into
existence because of the hand of the daughter of Pharaoh. That’s
some zchus! Anyone who could look back on his life and see that
he once saved Moshe Rabeinu, so he has a place in the annals of
eternity.
The Catalyst For Everything
What we’re learning now is that there is a preface to
everything that happens to a person in this world – and it’s that
preface that we’re going to study now. The preliminary to almost
all of the happenings that take place in the history of our people,
and in our own lives as well, takes place in the mind, in the desire
of the mind. It’s a chiddush and most people are unaware of this
important principle – something takes place previously in the
mind that acts as a catalyst for what eventually occurs.
It’s a principle that the gemara states (Makkos 10b) – and if
you look in the chumash and in the nevi’im and kesuvim, and if
you look in the Shas and the midrashim, you’ll find it’s reiterated
countless times. And that is the principle of, ְ ּב ֶד ֶר ְך ׁ ֶש ָא ָדם רוֹ ֶצה ָל ֶל ֶכת
ֹיכין אוֹ תו
ִ  – מוֹ ִלIn the way that a person wishes to go, in that way he
is led. It means that the path to success is paved with good
intentions. If you choose a path in life, then Hakodosh Boruch Hu
will help you succeed in that way that you chose.

Part II. Being Led
Running After Your Desires
However, we must pay attention to the wording of the words
of Chazal. It says,  – ְ ּב ֶד ֶר ְך ׁ ֶש ָא ָדם רוֹ ֶצה ָל ֶל ֶכתA person is led by Hashem
in the way that he desires to go. There has to be a desire! You
know, the word  – רוֹ ֶצהto want, is related to the word  – ָרץto run.
If you want something, you run toward it. You don’t just sit; you
don’t even walk – you run. The beginning of any genuine
achievement in this world is the genuine ratzon to accomplish.
Toras Avigdor : Parshas Shemos
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So now we begin to see how important it is to shape in our
minds what’s called ratzon, a desire for what’s good. And that
means, first of all, find out what is worthwhile in this world. You
have to study; you have to spend time thinking: What’s important?
What are the great ideals? And don’t think you know them already,
because many of our ideals come from the outside world – if you
don’t make an effort to shape your mind with the right desires, so
your mind won’t wait around; the outside world gets busy molding
your attitudes.
Of course, everyone will say, “I desire everything that’s good.
I want to be a good frum Jew – that’s what I want.” But the truth is
that in his heart, if we could pry it open and take a look, we'll see
he’s desiring, let’s say, travel. He’s desiring wealth. He’s desiring
other things too. We look around us and we see what people’s
ideals are; we see what people invest their time in. His mind is
empty of the true ambitions that can make a man great. And
therefore it becomes necessary to learn the ideals that will direct
us on the road to greatness.
Gaining Aspirations
Now, that’s a very important study because the number one
requirement if you want to begin a career of achievement, is
desiring what’s important in this world. You have to learn what
there is to aspire to in this world because that’s the first step you
take on the road; and once you’ve planted those good aspirations
in your heart, so we say ֹיכין אוֹ תו
ִ  – ְ ּב ֶד ֶר ְך ׁ ֶש ָא ָדם רוֹ ֶצה ָל ֶל ֶכת מוֹ ִלIt’s a
principle of Hashem’s conduct with Mankind that He helps you
succeed in what you aspire to. And therefore, gaining a rotzon for
good things is already a big accomplishment because now Hashem
is on your side.
Let’s say, you’re a young yeshiva boy and you want to be
matzliach in your learning. So it’s not enough to just learn, to
move ahead. You have to think like this: “One day I’d like to be big
talmid chacham. If I could be like the Ktzos Hachoshen, or maybe
like the Nesivos or the Minchas Chinuch. Ooh wha! That’s what I
want from myself!” Not only he says the words – he really wants;
he has real cheshek, a sincere desire: He thinks about that while
he’s walking in the street: “I would love to be a gadol b’Torah.”
8
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He wants to be a gadol b’Torah, not because he wants to
become famous, because he wants kavod; no, he loves Torah. “If
I could be a gadol b’Torah; if I knew, let’s say, all the mesichtas, if I
could daven through Shas without having to stop and think in the
pshat because I know it so well already; imagine that! If I could
daven through Shas like saying Tehillim. If I knew all the Tosfos in
Shas, oh, how happy I would be.” But it all depends on how much
you want you really want it. Because that wanting, you should
know, is the beginning.
Life is full of opportunity. You have to be a rotze. You have
to desire good things. And in most cases, when you truly desire,
Hashem causes it to come true.
Barbering 101
Here’s a man who wants to become a barber – I’m just
choosing that as an example; we’ll see soon that it applies to much
more important things. So this man whose goal in life is to be a
barber, three things are going to happen to him; and all three of
them are included in the principle of יכין
ִ ְ ּב ֶד ֶר ְך ׁ ֶש ָא ָדם רוֹ ֶצה ָל ֶל ֶכת מוֹ ִל
ֹ – אוֹ תוIn a way that a man wishes to go, in that way he is led.
The first thing is that he’ll find opportunities – he’s going to
notice various opportunities that come along by the wayside that
others – people who didn’t set out on the haircutting road –
ignore. And if he didn’t have this desire, then he would have
passed them by too.
He wants to cut hair so he’ll start practicing on his little
brother’s hair. He’ll tell his mother that she can save good money
if she lets him give his little brother a haircut. If he’s in a yeshiva
so he’ll find time to ply his trade by giving haircuts to other
bochurim. He’ll find opportunities in the barber shop too. When
he’s sitting in the barber shop waiting his turn, he’ll catch the
work of a professional barber. Or maybe he’ll see something
written about barbering that others would ignore but he grabs
onto it. All these opportunities he’ll notice and take advantage;
and they will cause him to be encouraged to succeed in his quest
for the purpose that he’s aiming at. And after a while he’s gained
some experience and some knowledge in cutting hair. That’s
number one of the principle of ֹיכין אוֹ תו
ִ מוֹ ִל.
Toras Avigdor : Parshas Shemos

9

Thinking Like A Barber
The second thing is like this: As a result of a man’s orientation
in life his character actually begins to change. If you’re interested
in being a barber then certain processes begin to develop in your
mind – attitudes that enable you to carry out your ambitions. The
emotions of a barber will begin to develop within you.
You’ll become attached emotionally to cutting other people’s
hair. You like the idea of standing behind a customer, wearing an
apron, and trying to make him look better by means of a haircut.
And you know how to handle people better, how to be patient
with them when they keep turning their head in the wrong
direction. A person is turning his head this way, so you know how
to gently adjust his head. You know how to look for a good location
where to open a place. All these ideas occur to you because your
mind is in it — your emotions, your attitudes are now inspired by
your original ambition. You’ve gained the attitudes of a barber
already.
Hashem Helps Barbers
And the third is a most remarkable thing: Hakodosh Boruch
Hu Himself will get involved and help you become a barber. Things
are going to happen.  – ְ ּב ֶד ֶר ְך ׁ ֶש ָא ָדם רוֹ ֶצה ָל ֶל ֶכתIn the way that you
desire to go, ֹיכין אוֹ תו
ִ  – מוֹ ִלHashem will take you. Either your fatherin-law will turn out to be a barber and he’ll take you into the
business – he’ll give you his shop. Or something else will happen
– maybe you’ll move into a neighborhood that needs a barber.
And eventually you’ll succeed in realizing your ambition.
I’m using this only as a mashal but it’s true – it’s true for
everything. It’s true for much greater things than barbering
because it’s a process that applies to any kind of mental attitude.
Suppose a person makes up his mind that he wants to be a servant
of Hashem; he wants to walk in the ways of Hashem. So what’s
going to happen? Once he achieves a real desire, a fire burning
within him to succeed in the service of Hashem, so three things
are going to happen to him.
The Path of Life
The first thing is that he’ll notice opportunities that others
don’t see — opportunities will come up that will give him a push
10
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in the right direction. He’ll find chavrusos. He’ll find a good rebbi.
He might even find some tzadik or a big talmid chochom who will
guide him with advice and encouragement in the right direction.
He’s going to find ways and means by the wayside that others
who didn’t desire it wouldn’t notice. He’s going to find on his path
in life various opportunities which he’s going to notice and utilize
because of his desire to walk in that direction.
A second thing: When somebody is interested in avodas
Hashem, then certain processes begin to develop in his mind –
attitudes that enable him to carry out his ambitions. His mind
becomes improved, he’s able to understand better, his emotions
and his ideals become polished – as a result of a man’s orientation
in life his character begins to change. If you desire to choose the
way of serving Hashem, in the course of time your nature is going
to change – you are going to develop now inwardly all the attitudes
of a tzadik. And that’s a very big achievement. Your mind becomes
the mind of a tzadik, your middos become the middos of a tzadik,
You're able to control yourself. You're not interested in the
foolishness of the world. You're interested in things that are
constructive and helpful and intelligent. And you become a
different personality, all because of your desire to be a tzadik.
And third, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will guide his footsteps. He’ll
be in good company, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu will help him
succeed and he’ll become a tzadik if he desires it. It happens! Like
it says  – יוֹ ֶרה ַח ָּט ִאים ַ ּב ָ ּד ֶר ְךHashem shows even the sinners the right
way (Tehillim 25:8), יקים לֹא ָּכל ׁ ֶש ֵּכן
ִ ּ – ְו ַל ַ ּצ ִדso surely He shows the
tzadikim the right path in life (Makkos 10b). Tzadikim will be
shown the right path in life! They’ll get encouragement. On all
sides they’ll find people who will help them and encourage them
in how to succeed as tzadikim.

Part III. The Path To Happiness
The Road To Unhappiness
And now we come to a very important part of the subject,
something not only for tzadikim – it’s for us too, because this
Toras Avigdor : Parshas Shemos
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Torah principle applies to all areas of life. Whether or not we’ll
find happiness in this world is also dependent on this principle.
Suppose a person starts out in life with a desire to be
unhappy. It’s a remarkable thing that very many people start out
with such a desire – they’re looking for unhappiness, they’re
looking to complain. So what happens? יכין
ִ ְ ּב ֶד ֶר ְך ׁ ֶש ָא ָדם רוֹ ֶצה ָל ֶל ֶכת מוֹ ִל
ֹאוֹ תו. Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, “If you’re looking for unhappiness,
then I’m going to help you succeed.” Hakodosh Boruch Hu helps
him out and he succeeds in being unhappy. Oh, does he succeed!
The same three things will happen to him. First of all, he’s
going to find opportunities for unhappiness as he makes his way
in life – opportunities that others overlook; they don’t even notice
them. Wherever he goes he’s going to find a lot of reasons to be
unhappy. He’ll be unhappy with his parents; he’ll be unhappy with
his brothers and sisters, and with his neighbors. He’ll be
dissatisfied with the temperature in his home and with the
weather outside. Constantly he’ll find opportunities to be
unhappy.
Newspapers Are Depressing
So he’ll read the New York Times and he’ll get fired up about
all of the injustice in America. The government is no good and
everything in America is rotten and we have to overthrow society.
The establishment is no good! We have to fight against everything
because everything is bad. Whether it is or not doesn’t matter
because being discouraged and dissatisfied becomes an ideal for
you. They’ll find what to complain about America!
Only someone who wants to be unhappy reads the
newspapers. Why do you need to experience the troubles that
took place in Nigeria? Or, when the meshugener Symbionese
Liberation Army kidnapped that girl in Berkeley, what’s it our
business? Let them all go where they’re supposed to go! Only if
you’re looking for unhappiness so you’ll open the newspaper or
turn on the radio and find more reasons to be unhappy! People
here in Brooklyn are losing a lot of peace of mind because of
meshugeners in Berkeley, California. And that’s because if you
start out on the path to unhappiness, so you’ll find more
opportunities to succeed in being unhappy.
12
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And the second thing is that he’ll be changed inwardly. All his
mental processes will become geared towards unhappiness.
Because just like there’s a fountain of happiness in the human
heart, there’s also a fountain of sadness. And once you turn on the
faucet it pours out. Not only mentally. Inside his body, things
happen; to the nerves and to the physical systems. He’ll change
physically into an unhappy person.
And the third thing is that Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, “If
that’s what you’re looking for, I’ll send you even more
encouragement.” When a person chooses to be unhappy, if he’s
dumb enough to do that, so it registers, Hakodosh Boruch Hu
listens to that. You don’t want to be happy?! Aha! I’m putting that
down in my book. I’ll help you out with that. Life is no good, you
say? So Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, “In the way you want to go, I’ll
help you.” And when Hakodosh Boruch Hu helps, so you’ll succeed.
The one who takes the path of unhappiness is going to be
encouraged in the career that he chose. Hakodosh Boruch Hu will
send him bad teachers and wrong ideas – in all types of ways
Hashem will help him in the path of unhappiness that he chose to
walk on. He’ll encourage him like nobody’s business! And how did
it start out? Because he chose the wrong derech.
The Happiness Road
And that’s why in this place we like to follow the opposite
path because, of course, it works the other way as well. If you
choose to make contact with the fountain of happiness, which is
truly endless, so everything turns out entirely different. Because
one who looks for happiness, he’s going to succeed. First thing is,
he’ll see opportunities where others don’t see anything. He’s
going to look for opportunities to like his parents. There are a lot
of opportunities to love one’s parents – surprising as that may
seem to a lot of people. He’s going to look for opportunities to
love his siblings. There are opportunities to love your brothers
and sisters. Brothers and sisters are happiness; you have to learn
how to love them.
People who learn to set their sights from the beginning of
their careers to be happy people, so Hakodosh Boruch Hu says,
“You're looking to find happiness in My world? You’re looking for
happiness so I’m going to cause it to come your way.
Toras Avigdor : Parshas Shemos
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The Joys of Family
You’ll have a nice frum kallah, you’ll have frum children, a lot
of them. Every child is an additional joy. Along the path of life that
you chose, Hashem will send you all kinds of simcha. The
happiness of a child being born, the happiness of a bris and a bar
mitzvah and an engagement. Happiness of a chasuna and the
happiness of grandchildren and maybe in the course of time the
happiness of great-grandchildren. Avodas Hashem makes us
happy. We sit and enjoy the happiness of learning Torah; we enjoy
our children; we enjoy Shabbos and Yomtiv and weekdays too.
We’re happy with what we have, with liberty, with America. Along
the road of life, we find happiness on all sides.
But you have to start out originally on this path: “My way in
life is to love life.” And that’s the idea of being a chofetz chaim. It
says יש ֶה ָח ֵפץ ַח ִ ּיים
ׁ  – ִמי ָה ִאWho is the one who desires life? You have
to love life. Chofetz chaim means that you desire it. And so the
first thing is to make up your mind that you are going to love life.
Enjoying the Sun and the Rain
If you love life, first of all, you’re going to discover by the
wayside of your journey through life, all types of opportunities to
enjoy life. And so a person who wants to be happy, if he walks on
the road of happiness, so little by little, he’ll start seeing these
things that bring happiness. Life is full of happiness. Sunshine is
happiness! Of course that’s a big chiddush to people. But if you’re
looking for it, if you’re a chofetz chaim, you’ll discover that life is
happy.
After a while you’ll discover that rain is a happiness. Rain is a
lot of fun! Ah! It’s really fun! As the drops come down, you know
that it’s pearls falling down from the clouds and you’re thinking
about what it means – rain means that you’re going to drink pure
water, distilled water that falls from the sky. Maybe it will come to
you in the form of soda if you like dirty water. That rain will
become grapes and wine and apples – rain means good times!
And water means bathing! A hot bath came down once from the
sky in the form of cold rain. And washing laundry too – you put on
a clean shirt or clean underwear because of the rain. And so, if a
person wants to be happy, he’ll think about these things when it
14
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rains and he’ll actually enjoy life – he’ll seek out and see the
opportunities that everyone else is blind to.
Internal Happiness
And the second thing that will happen is that you’ll become a
happy personality inside. All of your mental attitudes become
directed in happy ways – your emotions become emotions of
satisfaction and finding favor with the people and things around
you. And your body gets involved too! What happens inside your
body? It’s remarkable! When a person desires happiness, certain
hormones, certain secretions are activated in him more than in
other people. They start building up his body. They even change
his brain physically. It’s remarkable how Hashem made the human
body so perfect that it responds to optimism. When people are in
a happy mood all the processes of the body are encouraged to
work in the very best fashion.
And third is, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is going to send him
reasons to be a happy man. He’ll give him reasons for simcha. You
have to say, “I want to be happy in Your world Hashem! I want to
enjoy life with all the kosher and good things. And I’m going to
strive to enjoy life.” And then Hakodosh Boruch Hu provides that
ְּ
because He says ֹיכין אוֹ תו
ִ ב ֶד ֶר ְך ׁ ֶש ָא ָדם רוֹ ֶצה ָל ֶל ֶכת מוֹ ִל.
Preparing For Marriage
Now, according to what we’re saying here, it’s important for
every husband to start off on the right path when he gets married
– and if you’re married fifty years already, you can start today
anyhow. So every chosson at the beginning should make up his
mind, “I want to live a life of complete harmony with my kallah. I
hope never to hurt her feelings. I hope always to honor her and
to make her happy.” And she should think, “All my life I’m going to
try to make my husband happy and never say anything mean to
him. I’m never going to bother him for nothing and I’m never
going to ask for too many things for myself or for the house. I’ll
try to limit myself to make it easier for him.”
So they both make up their minds beforehand. They’re
rotzeh, they desire to do what’s good. And not just superficially –
they take upon themselves with a leiv shaleim that they want to
fulfill these ideals, even later on in life when it’s not so easy. And
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when you desire to do what’s good, then Hashem says, “If that’s
the case, then ֹיכין אוֹ תו
ִ  – מוֹ ִלI will help you carry out your desires.”
Drawing Forth From The Well
Now all this may seem to people who hear it for the first time
as abstractions and impracticalities, farfetched. But these
impracticalities are a very important part of our lives because we
all have a depth of greatness within us, a profundity of achievement
within our souls. It’s ours but it’s buried in our personalities. And
the wise among us will do their utmost to create the desire for
good things and by means of ratzon, יש
ׁ יש ְו ִא
ׁ ַמיִ ם ֲע ֻמ ִ ּקים ֵע ָצה ְב ֶלב ִא
 – ְּתבוּנָ ה יִ ְד ֶל ָ ּנהA man of understanding draws forth the great
achievements of life Mishlei 20:5).
That’s a great lesson we’re learning here. Because it’s the
heart,  – ַר ֲח ָמנָ א ִל ָ ּבא ָ ּב ֵעיHakodosh Boruch Hu wants a man’s heart.
The attitude should be in his heart. It’s an attitude of trying to be
what Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants him to be. Now this is a
tremendous subject, you have to know, what was touched on
tonight. The opportunities of life will become endless if you
desire, because you have Hakodosh Boruch Hu on your side. And
so, the very first thing is, we have to learn to desire – it’s of the
utmost necessity to gain such a desire.
And desire is something you implant in your neshama by
learning and thinking. You have to desire all the things that the
Torah talks about. You desire to help the Jewish people. You
desire to make your wife happy. You desire to make your husband
happy. You desire to build a house like a Beis Hamikdash with
kedusha in your house. You desire your children should be
tzaddikim. You desire your grandchildren and great-grandchildren
should be all tzaddikim. You desire it! And therefore Hakadosh
Baruch Hu says, a person who desires,  – ו ָּב ֲחר ּוthey’re choosing
 – ַ ּב ֲא ׁ ֶשר ָח ָפ ְצ ִּתיwhat I desire, those are the ones I’m looking for;
those are the ones I will help.
Travel In The Right Direction
We’re learning now how important it is for people to gain
enthusiasm – what we call learning mussar or those subjects that
inflame the heart with enthusiasm. It’s not merely enough to
learn to do – there’s no question that everybody should spend a
16
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great deal of time in studying the details of mitzvos, halachos and
so on – but it’s also of the greatest importance to engender a love
for the Torah, a love for mitzvos and a desire to do good to the Am
Yisroel. Because like the daughter of Pharaoh, the one who is an
oheiv Yisroel, is walking down the road towards greatness.
And ֹיכין אוֹ תו
ִ  – ְ ּב ֶד ֶר ְך ׁ ֶש ָא ָדם רוֹ ֶצה ָל ֶל ֶכת מוֹ ִלIn the way that we
desire to go, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will lead us,. With a little bit of
bitachon, awareness that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is watching us and
that He sees our burning desires, we’ll live our lives with our
minds burning brightly desiring everything that is good in the
eyes of Hashem. And just because of that, ֹיכין אוֹ תו
ִ  – מוֹ ִלHakodosh
Boruch Hu will lead us, and we will have accomplished the purpose
for which we were created.
Have a Wonderful Shabbos

Sign up and get a new Q&A every day:
signup@torasavigdor.org

This week's booklet is based on tapes:
R-10 - Who Is A Yehudi | 384 - Career of Aspirations | 499 - In the Way
You Wish To Go | E-58 - Wealth of Choices | E-116 - Wealth of
Achievement by Thought | E-209 - Acting With Free Will
Listen: 718.289.0899 Press 1 for English and 2 for Thursday Night Lectures
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QuestioNs
and AnsweRs
שאל אביך ויגדך זקניך ויאמרו לך
Q:
How does one fight the Yetzer Hora?

A:
That’s a good question. The answer is “Barasi yetzer hora, barasi
Torah tavlin lo.” Hashem says, “I created the Yetzer Hora, and I created
the Torah as its remedy.” Learning! You have to learn Torah because only
the Torah teaches you how to deal with the Yetzer Hora.
Now, there are two ways that this works. One way is b’derech
segulah. Merely learning – learning alone – is vitamins against the Yetzer
Hora. Hakodosh Boruch Hu sees that you’re learning and He says, “I’m
going to protect you from the Yetzer Hora.” Without any other logical
explanation – it’s called “segulah.”
And the second way is “sechel.” Because the Torah is full of ideas
and ideals that give you the right kinds of thoughts. When a person has
no good thoughts in his mind – when his mind is vacant – so a vacuum
will not remain a vacuum forever and therefore wrong ideas and bad
thoughts will come into his head from the outside world. But if you fill
your mind with good ideas, with Torah ideas, and you’re thinking all the
time about these right ideas – in the street, at home – then you won’t
have time for or interest in the Yetzer Hora. You walk in the street and
think about Ma’amad Har Sinai. You sit at the bus stop waiting and
you’re thinking about Yetzias Mitzraim. It takes work to learn how to do
that but there is no option. You must fill your mind with good ideas. And
then when the Yetzer Hora comes knocking on your door, you’ll tell him,
“No, I’m sorry. This place is already occupied.”
TAPE # E-231
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