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Part I. Impressing Hashem'’s People

Cleared of Hashem’s Suspicion

In our parsha, there is the incident of the Bnei Gad and Bnei
Reuven. Instead of entering the land of Canaan with the other tribes,
they wanted to inherit the fertile land on the eastern side of the Yarden.
Now, when they approached Moshe Rabbeinu with their request, he
was very perturbed. “You're going to add now to the wrath of Hashem
that was kindled against the meraglim who sinned against Hashem by
restraining the heart of the people from entering the land” (Bamidbar
32:6-14). He criticized them for sinning against Hashem.

But later, when Moshe agreed to their proposal that they would go
ahead as a vanguard before the rest of the nation and fight until the
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people inherit the land, he added something: “If you'll go out to battle
together with the Jewish nation, then Hashem will be satisfied and
He'll agree to your desire; DXt m ' o7p) on»im - and you'll be clean
in Hashem's eyes and the eyes of Yisroel” (ibid. 22).

Cleared of People’s Suspicion

Now, to be clear before Hashem, that we understand. That’s what
we live for, to achieve Hashem’s favor. But the question is, if they were
clear in Hashem’s eyes — if by going ahead of the nation in the battles
for Eretz Canaan that would satisfy Hashem — so why should the
opinion of the Bnei Yisroel be important to them? It's what Hashem
wants, and that’s all! Isn't that so?

And so we learn an important Torah principle — we have to find
favor also with the nation. Hashem wants people to be happy with us.
And we'll soon see how important of a subject this is, but we'll take it
slow, one step at a time.

We know that in the Gemara, the subject of maris ha'ayin recurs
constantly. The Gemara states in many places that certain things
are permissible to do, and still you should not do them because of
a principle called maris ha'ayin, for appearance's sake, in order to
prevent a wrong impression. Anybody who learns knows about that
- maris ha'ayin.

Now, on what is this based? After all, you're innocent and you're
well meaning. Youre not doing anything wrong. Just because people
will have the wrong impression, you're forbidden to do so many things?

And the Gemara answers that it's based on our possuk: “You
must be innocent not only from Hashem, but also innocent from
Yisroel” From here, the Gemara (Yoma 38a, Pesachim 13a) learns the
importance of maris ha'ayin, to do things in a way that it shouldn't look
bad to other people. Let's say you want to go into a treife restaurant to
use the public telephone. Don't do it. Somebody might see you going
there and think you're going to eat.

The Onion in the Fish

Now, we understand one reason for that is because if you make
people think that a certain thing is right to do, so you give them a
finger and they'll take a hand — it means if you show an ignorant
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person a certain permissiveness in a certain din, he'll go beyond that
and overstep the boundaries of the Torah too. Therefore we cannot
show an ignorant person too much permissiveness.

That's a general Torah principle, that the nation together is
concerned that the Torah should be upheld, and we take precautions
— even extreme precautions — to that end. It's like the woman who
once came to a rabbi and she said a misfortune happened in her
kitchen. What happened? She was cooking fish and a raw onion fell
in. It never happened before! A raw onion, unpeeled, should fall into
the fish?! And so it’s a sign that something is not kosher around here.

So the rabbi was listening to her. He said it's a good question. “It's
a good shailah you asked. It's kosher, but see that it doesn't happen
anymore.

When she walked out, the people who were there said, “Rabbi,
what kind of joke is this? An onion in the fish? That’s not a shailah.”

So the rabbi said, “If I would tell her it's nothing at all, then next
time, if a drop of milk falls into the meat soup, she would also think
it's nothing. Therefore, she has to know every shailah is important, so
that she should ask no matter what.

Protecting the Torah

We care so much about the Torah, about the will of Hashem being
fulfilled, that we want everyone to keep everything. That's why we go
out of our way to prevent mishaps; we do whatever possible to not be
a stumbling block for others.

And that’s the first reason for the principle of maris ha'ayin. Even
when someone is not actually sinning, he doesn’t want his example,
his behavior, to beget any sins. And therefore, the conscientious Jew
who wants to uphold the Torah among the nation is careful to avoid
doing something that may seem wrong in the eyes of people; because
if they see you do that, they'll say, “Well, if he can do that, we can do
it too,” and they'll do more than you do. That's the principle as it's
understood in general.

But actually, there's more to it than that. It's not only because of
the effect that your example might have on others by misleading them
into sin. Even without that; merely the effect on your name, how you're

7 /] TORAS AVIGDOR . PARSHAS MATOS - MASEI . GAINING A GOOD NAME



perceived, that’'s enough to forbid maris ha’ayin. It's not enough that
you are innocent and Hashem knows you're innocent; you have to
appear innocent YRI? 71Y3, in the eyes of the Jewish people. You have
to be considerate of your reputation.

So let’s say that man was going into a treife restaurant to use the
public phone. And the only person who sees him is a frum Jew, a black
hatter. Now, this frum Jew won't be more lax because of you — he’s a
very strict Jew, let’s say, and he'll never walk into a treif restaurant;
even if it was a glatt kosher McDonald’s, the name already smells bad
to him — so you don’t have to worry about that. No matter! Just that he
might suspect you, that he might have a complaint in his heart against
you, that’s already a problem. He’s wrong! He’s absolutely wrong! But
still, ‘M ©pP) oM - You have to be innocent not only in the eyes of
Hashem, '7:;1};1?7;\-1 - but also in the eyes of Yisroel.

Clean With Everyone

That’s the great exhortation of Shlomo Hamelech that he says
in the name of Hashem: 2iv 521 11 X¥m1 - Be sure to find favor and
good judgment, ORI ’POK *I'Y2 - in the eyes of Hashem and the eyes of
men, too (Mishlei 3:4). That's what Hashem wants from us — we should
aspire to have a good reputation. And so if you succeed in the eyes of
people, that’s called succeeding with Hashem! 1311 iy nivnan mnw 52
- If people are satisfied with you, 13171 i) OipHa M1 - then Hashem is
satisfied with you (Avos 3:10).

It takes work, this obligation. Everyone should like me? Everyone
should think well of me? Yes. That's included in living successfully.
NP27 Oy N2 OIX YW iRpT RO 0%ipY - Always your mind should be in
agreement with the opinion of your fellow man (Kesuvos 17a).

Always?! That’s quite an obligation. It means you have to watch
your step with everyone. You can't say, “I'm only for Hashem, and who
cares what people think?” You have to very much care what they think
— because Hashem cares!

The Stand Your Ground Law

Of course, if you're a frum Jew and your neighbors are irreligious
and you're going out to say kiddush levanah — you're standing outside
looking at the moon and making a bracha — so you can’t take into

8 /| TORAS AVIGDOR . PARSHAS MATOS - MASEI . GAINING A GOOD NAME



consideration what they think. They think you're crazy? Who cares?!
It can’t be helped. Sometimes you have to stand up for your principles
no matter what people will say.

So what about being me’ureves im habriyos, in agreement with
all of your fellow men? So the Mesillas Yesharim (5) answers that
question. He says “with your fellow man” but not with a herd of cattle.
It says Ni™12i1 Oy, not beheimos. If you're going to say kiddush levanah
when you're on the field, and the cattle are wagging their tails at you,
you don't mind the cattle. And if some people are cattle, same thing.
They’re not the criteria.

Otherwise, we'd have to please all the beheimos, all the two-legged
cats and dogs in Brooklyn College and on Kings Highway. No. We're
notinterested in finding favor in the eyes of low characters; they're not
the criteria for us. You're not going to dress in overalls or dungarees
because they do. If you're a woman, you're not going to dress in just
a pocketbook because the ladies on Kings Highway, the degenerates,
think that's the sign of aristocracy.

Be All Right With the Right Ones

But with the right people, you should always make the right
impression. And anyhow, most people on the street are decent
people — there are decent boys and girls that go to college, too —
and with them you have to make a hit. When it comes to very many
ways of good behavior, of polite speech, even the degenerates will
admire a demonstration of good character. This I can tell you. All
these degenerates allow themselves the liberties of running wild not
because they actually think it's good. And when they see someone
who is behaving in a decent way, they respect him.

And it’s very important! Being concerned about what the people
are saying about you, what they think about you, that’s called Torah
living. It’s a big part of living successfully: What do people think about
me?

Now, you might think that it's an exaggeration, that it's not so
important, so we'll learn together a possuk in Mishlei (11:26) and see
how much it really matters. It’s talking there about a farmer who has a
big store of grain but he's saving it up because he knows that the price
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is going up. He’s a profiteer and he knows that a drought is coming so
if he'll wait a little longer he'll get rich. And so he’s 72 Y - he refuses to
sell to the public and in the meantime people are hungry.

So Mishlei says, “Don’t do it! You know why? Because OixY 112p?
- the people are going to curse you.” That's what he proposes as the
reason why he shouldn't do it.

We The People

Now, the question is, why do you need the nation? Where is
Hakadosh Baruch Hu? Why are we threatening him with the nation’s
displeasure? This man is holding back the provisions that everybody
needs for their sustenance just because of a selfish motive, so certainly
Hashem Himself will curse him. So why does it mention here only that
the nation will curse him?

And the answer is that were learning a very big principle:
How important it is that people should be satisfied with you! What
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will do about it is entirely separate bookkeeping.
Of course, there's an accounting what Hashem thinks about you, and
what He intends for you, but there's a separate register where Hashem
inscribes what people think about you. Because He cares about that!
It's important to Him.

And so '7:;1};1?7;\-1 ‘M o”p) oM means that it's the obligation
of every Jew to live in a way that fosters a favorable impression in
other people’s minds. Don’t do anything that might cause a Yisroel to
suspect you, to condemn you, to look down on you. “Included in being
innocent in My eyes,” Hashem says, “is being innocent in My people’s
eyes. I want you to be decent in the eyes of people, that people should
think you're a good person.” And if the eyes of Yisroel will look at
you fondly and approvingly then Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself will
approve of you more.

Part Il. Impressing With Clothing

Dressed to Impress

There’s a Gemara in Bava Metzia (52a) that makes the following
statement: 7239 WY - A person should rather spend money to put
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clothes on his back, 70127 "1 - and buy cheaper food. It means it's
better to eat inexpensive food in order to save money to buy dignified
clothing.

Now, you might think, “What's so important about clothing? You
want to make a good impression on people?!”

The answer is yes. That's the will of Hashem, that you should not
look like a vagabond. It's a sickness today when people think it's a
virtue to look wild, informal. They put on jeans. Many times, they even
have artificial patches painted on, with splotches that were put there
in the factory to make it look dirty. You must know that when a person
dresses like a bum he becomes a bum; he loses his motivation to be
decent.

I met someone on the street once; he stopped me to ask me a
question. I was frightened at first; he looked like a bum. Then he told
me he's a college professor, an Orthodox Jewish college professor. A
professor?! A college professor — or anyone — who looks like he was
thrown out of a Bowery Lodging House, mamash like a tramp, has no
reason to be a decent personality.

| Do Need Your Beketche

On the other hand, when a man dresses in a dignified way, it
has a positive impression on him. I always tell you when you see a
policeman in a blue uniform, to some extent you feel that this man
is on the side of the law. Now, why should that be? After all, we know
that policemen are many times recruited from Bedford Stuyvesant,
and you can be pretty confident that before they had a uniform they
were on the other side of the law. Yesterday he used to walk out of
the store without paying, his pockets bulging, and now he’s wearing
his police uniform and you trust him to arrest the other fellow with
bulging pockets. It's remarkable!

I'm not saying he's going to withstand the temptation if somebody
offers him big money, but ordinarily we feel confident that this former
lawbreaker is now on our side. And a big reason is the uniform! He
lives up to his clothing. That’s the efficacy of a uniform, the impression
that clothing makes on the one who wears it.
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It doesn't mean you have to buy the most expensive garments.
You don’t go out dressed like a fop, a gentile dandy, squirting perfume
over your body; that's out of the question. But you should be dressed
in a dignified way. Your shoes must be shined always. So take a look
right now and criticize yourselves. It's not right. You shouldn’t have
dusty shoes. If you wear a black hat, it must be dusted. Otherwise
switch to a gray one. These things make a very big difference; you
actually become more dignified inside.

But that’s not our subject now, the inside. What we’re saying now
is that it’s not only because you'll become more dignified by means
of dignified clothing; it’s the impression you make on others that’s
important. A Jew is expected to look dignified in the eyes of others.

You must be a man whose clothing creates the impression of
reliability, a man who conforms to law and order, a person you can
trust, a solid citizen. Always think, “How will this redound to my
honor? Will it give me a higher standing in the eyes of my peers?” The
impression you make with your garments is important.

Spiritual Garments

Now, once we understand that we care about impressions, so
there is a more fundamental way of impressing people; there’s another,
more important, set of garments that make an impression, even more
than physical garments. And that’s the garments of good middos.

I'll explain that. We have a soul, and after we finish our period
of service in this world, the soul goes into the Next World; it lives
on forever according to how you clothed it while you were still in
this world. Whatever seichel — it means intelligence and ideals and
attitudes — and whatever middos — those are your character attributes
— that you put on in this world become an integral part of your being;
they’ll clothe your soul forever and ever.

Like it states about the “woman of valor” near the end of Mishlei.
He speaks about eishes chayil and he praises her that 1% 17m W -
her garments are strong and beautiful, and because of that o9 priwm
TR - she laughs at the last day. It means she’s not afraid when her
time will come to leave this world.
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Now, what kind of garments is she wearing? Something she picked
up at Macy’s? A dress that she trekked out to Manhattan to buy in
order to impress her neighbors? Are those 7711 1V, strong and long-
lasting?

The Most Valuable Attire

No. All the garments that we purchase in this world are neither.
They're surely not lasting because however long they last they won't
last with you in the Next World. And whether they're beautiful or not
today, tomorrow theyre “old fashioned” anyhow. It's so ridiculous;
what you paid good money for yesterday you're ashamed to walk out
in the street wearing today because it’s out of style. So no clothing in
this world is really 11y, strong, and 777, beautiful.

So what are these durable and beautiful garments of this woman of
valor? It's her middos and her seichel, her Torah mind. All the garments
that come from our learning, our training, our listening, acquiring
certain attitudes and middos like patience and keeping your mouth
closed and not being vicious and trying to make people feel good. All
kinds of qualities of character become garments for our neshamah.

And when a person leaves this world, an eishes chayil or an ish
chayil, so even though youll leave behind your family in sorrow
— they're all weeping — as soon as you cross the border you begin
to laugh; JinR OPY proiwm because youre wearing those precious
garments you acquired in this world!

Undergarments and Overgarments

There are two kinds of middos that clothe our soul. One is exterior,
more superficial, like physical clothing, and one is intrinsic; it's actually
part of your neshamabh.

I'll explain that. If a person learns the right seforim and listens to
the right teachers and trains himself, he becomes inwardly a good
man. He clothes his soul with various beautiful garments. He actually
becomes a patient man. He becomes a kind and generous man. He
becomes an understanding man, a humble man. And that person has
succeeded greatly! A tremendous achievement! Even if in this world
that man or woman, that boy or girl, is not recognized so much, in the
Next World he'll be placed on a high pedestal.
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But there is another success that's easier to achieve and it’s also
very valuable. And that's the success of making a good impression. It
doesn't mean he is good, but he has the good sense to act in a good way.
How important that is, to learn how to behave in the right way even
though you're not good!

So this tzaddik says, “Oh no, not me. I want Hashem to love me,
that’s all. I want to find favor in the eyes of Hashem. I don't care about
people”

So Hashem says, “You don't care about people? Then I don't care
about you either” 11 i) NI MW 53 - If people are satisfied with
you, 13177 i) Oipna N - then Hashem is satisfied with you (Avos 3:10).

Cunning Chicanery

You hear that? A tremendous statement! Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
actually insisting that you have to exert yourself so that people should
like you. And even though you're not likable, and even though Hashem
Himself knows you're not likable, He wants people to like you anyhow.
It's one of the marks of success in this world.

It means that your job is to be a cunning fellow; not to follow
your nature. You have to be artificial all the time. You hear that word?
Artificial! Not to be natural. A natural person sits in public and puts
his fingernail into his ear and then inspects the results of his mining
expedition. [ was saying a shiur in the yeshiva and I saw a young man
do that so I decided that being natural is not such a good thing.

Natural means you get down on your hands and feet and eat from
a plate on the floor; why bother to sit at a table? And you don't need
a spoon either. You'll put your face into the plate and you'll lick it up.
That's natural. A person has to be unnatural. He sits at a table with a
spoon and eats in a way that doesn't make his face or his clothing soiled
by the food. It's uncomfortable, maybe, but it pays to be unnatural.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu says, “I didn't make you to be natural. Leave
that for the monkeys. I made you to be a man, and a man is always the
one who fights back against his instincts and continues to maintain
the proprieties, the derech eretz, that cause people to think well of
him. That's the whole achievement of a person.”
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Impress the World

That's what we have to aspire to, for that set of garments that the
world puts upon us, that they think we are such and such. What we
are actually, Hashem knows, but we have created in the eyes of the
multitude a certain uniform that we're wearing that gives us credit in
their eyes, and that's a very big achievement; it’s the achievement of
KW O3 TP,

Of course, even in the eyes of non-Jews it's worth getting a good
name. I did that once. I was in a hospital for a little while, so I said to
myself, “I'm going to utilize my stay here to make a hit with all the
nurses.

I made it a project and I worked on it. As each nurse came in I
complimented her and I thanked her. When I left I had a very good
reputation. They spoke about it later to other people who came
subsequently.

Impressing the Frummeh

And so our goal is to be good in the eyes of everyone. But the
criteria that really confers upon your head a crown of glory is if the
frum Torah community will say that this man is a fine person. And even
though he knows that he wasn't worthy of that title, he endeavored all
his life to create the impression that he was a worthy man. Who will
look into his heart? Only Hashem. But men were deceived by him.

He smiled at everyone. It could be he was grouchy inside but he
put on the garment of a sever panim yafos. He acted with humility
among others. Maybe inside he’s a baal gaavah, I can't tell you. But he
made a very good impression. They saw he came every morning to
the beis haknesses. How much kavanah he had in his mind they didn't
see. They saw that he didn't run out early; he waited until the end
of the services. They saw he didn't quarrel with anybody in the beis
haknesses.

He was always polite, always considerate. They saw that when he
came early in the morning to the synagogue and it was dark he spoke
quietly. People looked through the window and saw him speaking in a
whisper. “Oh, that's a fine man. He doesn't want to wake us up.”
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They saw that when he passed by and saw a bum throw an empty
beer can on the sidewalk, he walks over, picks it up and puts it in the
wastebasket. “Oh,” people say, “that's a fine man.”

It could be you're doing it only to show off, just for ostentation,
but Hakadosh Baruch Hu is happy that you're impressing people. He’s
happy that you're fulfilling the mitzvah of 531};7?7;1 ) OpP) o7,
“You're making a good impression on the Am Yisroel,” Hashem says,
“and if they're happy with you, then I'm happy with you”

Part lll. Impressing One Jew at a Time

One Peanutata Time

I'll explain this subject a little more, just to make it more practical
for ourselves; we should walk out of here tonight with a plan. Because
it's difficult when you hear a thing like this. “What does Rabbi Miller
expect from me?” he says. “I should go out now into the world and
suddenly become a paragon of behavior to everybody?” After all,
YRIWn D7) TN, making a good impression on Yisroel, means that
everyone in Crown Heights is praising you. Everybody in the big
beis hamedrash in Satmar in Williamsburg is praising you. Lakewood
Yeshiva is praising you; and they're praising you in Meah Shearim, too.
That’s what “Yisroel” means after all; all of Yisroel.

No, it doesn't mean that. It's an excellent goal but that’s not the
subject here. Even though nobody is praising you except a few people
in your neighborhood, that's already a success. If you made a good
impression on one person in shul and also one person in the office,
that’s also good. After all, you don't start becoming a millionaire
overnight. First you start making a few dollars here and a few dollars
there. You see that sometimes; a man who started by selling peanuts
on the corner, a little stand, and he made a few dollars here, a few
dollars here, and today he’s a millionaire. He sells peanuts all over the
world.

Fooling Your Wife

So begin by gaining a reputation with one person. Let’s say you're
about to get married. So if you could deceive your bride into thinking
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you're a fine person it's a very big achievement. Try to deceive your
wife. Never show her who you really are. Always be an actor. Try to
make a good impression on her. In your heart you know you're a cad.
“Tknow I'm a mean fellow but I'm going to make a bluff. I'll come home
tonight and act nice to her. Maybe she'll see through me, but who
cares.” Always try to be your best. All your life you try to bluff her.

Let's say you're sometimes angry at your wife and you're not a
kind-hearted fellow, so wait till she’s out of earshot and mutter under
your breath so she shouldn't hear. Say what you want to say and then
come back again and continue to maintain the act. It's a very big
achievement! All your life you have concealed your feelings from your
wife.

The Best Miscommunication

Now, some people think it's not communication. It's not honest.
“But we need open communication,” they say. Open communication
is an opening into Gehenom! Honesty is not always the best policy.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu looks at the results, and the result of such
honesty would be a flare-up. And therefore, keep quiet and your wife
will think you're a nice fellow. So what if you're really not nice? Make
a hit with your wife anyhow. Let her think you're a tzaddik. And a wife
with her husband, same thing.

And even though youre married sixty years and you have an
opinion of each other that was formed already, it's never too late.
“From this day on, I'm going to try to make a hit with my husband. No
matter what I think of him! I'm going to say ‘please’ when I want some
money. I'll say ‘thank you. He has to give the money anyhow, but I'll
say ‘thank you! When he sneezes, I'll say tzu gezunt. Whatever I can do
to be polite to my husband I'll try to do it” And the same goes for him
towards his wife. When she hands him the supper or the breakfast, he
should say “thank you.” Always.

Giving Up on Your Wife

Now, if that's too difficult because it's too long and grueling a test
— you prefer to begin with something more simple — so choose, let’s
say, a distant brother-in-law who comes once in a while from Chicago.
If he lives nearby, it's hard, but since he comes once in a while, it’s easy
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to be on good terms. So make it a principle, “I'm going to make a hit
with him”

It's easy to deceive him. You see him only once in a rare while, at
a family wedding. Go over to him, “Jake, I haven't seen you for a long
time. How are you doing? You're looking fine, Jake” And speak to him
friendly words.

Now, don't waste his time too much. Don't be a bore. Don't talk
too much. Say a few kind words and then get away from him. Leave
him alone and all night be on your best behavior with him. And now
you have won one fan, one admirer. He'll go back to Chicago with the
idea, “He’s a great fellow” He's going to speak about you in the very
best of terms. You've succeeded. At least one person thinks well of
you.

Now, once you succeed with him, you might be ambitious to go
ahead and succeed with your brothers-in-law who live in Brooklyn. A
little more difficult, but why not? However, even if you don't, that one,
just Jake alone, is a very great success.

A Little Advocate

Even if it's a child. Let's say your neighbor’s little boy was just
bar mitzvah. Walk over to the boy, press his hand warmly and give
him a bracha he should become a gadol b’Yisroel. He's waiting for the
check, but still if you tell him how handsome he looks in his new suit
or how well you see he davens, those words are also important. And
you know that you've done something valuable. That boy all his life will
remember you favorably.

So you'll say, “A little boy? It's important he should think well of
me?” Absolutely. At least you have one person who will speak up for
you! I once spoke about that here. 9% "1 R Y510 89D 1Y w2 OR
- If you have one angel who will speak up for you out of a thousand
that are accusing you. A thousand angels are accusing you but one
malach speaks up to defend you, 1M OIS 319 - to speak of a man's
righteousness (Iyov 33:23-24).

A Little Boy Saves the Day

Imagine the Day of Judgment. All the people you know come to
speak against you. On the big Yom Hadin in the Next World, Hakadosh
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Baruch Hu summons not only malachim with wings. People with
whom you have dealt are summoned, whether they want to come or
not. Your mother-in-law, your employees, your neighbors, they're all
subpoenaed. They're dragged into the Beis Din and their mouths are
opened up against their will and they're forced to say the truth, what
they think of you.

It doesn’t look so good.

Finally one little boy comes in and he pipes up: “Hold up! I have
something to say. I like that man. By my bar mitzvah, he made me feel
good. He encouraged me in my davening. He patted me on my back. I
saw he was a fine man”

Oh! Stop everything! 13! If that’s the case Hashem has mercy
on you! 7393 "MN¥N N - Hashem says, “I found redemption for him
already with that one person and I'm going to spare this man. At least
for now, I see he’s on the right path so I'll spare him”

The Career of Making Friends

You hear that? One person will speak up for you and you might be
saved just because of that. And so it pays! You come to synagogue and
you fool the rabbi, you make him think you're a nice fellow. You go into
the grocery store, and fool the grocer. You deal with people and put
up a front and so there are people who think highly of you; you must
know you have accomplished something. You have gained advocates
who will speak for you.

That's how important it is to make a hit with one person. Of
course the more that speak up, the better you are. After a while you
have many fans. You have a grandstand of fans who are cheering you,
and if they cheer you then Hakadosh Baruch Hu will cheer you.

And so if youre a yeshiva boy, you want to make the very best
impression on your chaveirim. Everybody should say, “Chaim is a nice
boy. He's not a mean boy. Chaim is frum. Chaim is helpful” Also, no
harm in trying to gain the good will of your parents. At home, make
the best impression you can. Let your parents think well of you.

Don'’t think it’s silly. A frum boy, right away he thinks, “I'll think
about what Hashem wants, not what people want to think about me”
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You're making a big mistake. Of course, think about Hashem as much
as possible, but you have to know that this is what Hashem wants.

The Final Condition

Now, all this needs one final condition. Whatever was said tonight
should always be done under one condition: You're doing it because
it's the will of Hashem. That’s what it means bmip?m " 0p) Onvm -
even when you're trying to impress Yisroel, it’s for Hashem. Otherwise,
you'll be just one of the students of Dale Carnegie. Ever heard of Dale
Carnegie? He wrote a book How to Win Friends and Influence People.
An interesting book of good advice, but he’s a goy and it's nothing but
gashmiyus. Winning friends is a waste of your career unless you add
one condition — you're doing all this for the sake of Hashem.

And so even though you know that you're no good. You know
that your character is poor. But you're trying to make a hit because
Hashem wants you to do it. Not because you have a black hat and a
beard and people will praise the Torah. No! You're a nobody! You don't
even have a black hat. But the mere fact that you're trying to get a
good name by people, Hashem wants that.

Wedding Plans

And so let's say next week youre going to a wedding and you'll
meet some people. Now, you can't make a hit with everybody, so
before you walk into the hall say, “I'm going to choose one person
tonight and I'm going to deceive him into thinking I'm a fine fellow,
because that’s what Hashem wants”

Only make sure that before you walk into the hall you say, “Hineni
muchan umezuman, I'm going now to do the will of Hashem Who said,
OIR1 DP9 P2 2iv 9211 1 ’¥m?” First and foremost it's the will of
Hashem — n*p"ax_g "ya — but He says, “Find chein, favor, and also seichel
tov, you should gain a reputation of being a man of good judgment,
OIX "Y1, in the eyes of man, too.

Surviving the Day of Judgment

And that's why there are so many people around us. It’s one of the
tests of this world — to acquire the good opinion of people. Nobody
should think ill of us. Certainly, you'll always try to think of Elokim, of
gaining His favor. But one of the sure ways of finding His favor is when
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you utilize all the people with whom you come in contact! Try to make
a hit with everybody. Of course, don't do anything wrong in order to
gain their approval — but do everything right.

And if you do it with a plan then, little by little, the number of
those who speak up for you will increase, and the time will come when
not only one malach will speak up to defend you, a thousand malachim
will speak up in a great choir with one voice to Hashem, “This man is
a good man!” And Hashem will say, 792 "nR3¥n - “This man has been
redeemed by the public approval that he gained in his lifetime.”

Have a Wonderful Shabbos
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of man.
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Standing Up for Shabbos Kodesh

Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus, zt"l, fought for the honor of Shabbos. When he held that
protest was necessary and potentially productive, he put all personal considerations
aside and fearlessly cried out against those who trampled upon Shabbos Kodesh. The Rav
once overheard two kollel men arguing about the demonstrations then taking place
against chillul Shabbos. One of these men was against the whole idea. The Rav turned to
him and said, "My dear friend, I apologize for intruding on your conversation, but I must
comment that what you're saying is not right at all. You seem to hold that Shabbos is a
mitzvah like all the other mitzvos, and therefore we should evaluate how important and
worthwhile it is to struggle for our non-observant brethren to keep Shabbos a little
better. But that is not the story.

"Shabbos is not just another mitzvah. It is a sort of a 'personality,’ an entity in its own
right. Chazal often quote what 'Shabbos said' to Hashem, and similar expressions. This
indicates that Shabbos is not just a mitzvah. It's a certain being that Hashem created. It
may be a spiritual being, but it's a living thing nonetheless, with its own personality!

"Now, when we see the honor of Shabbos trampled upon, publicly degraded and
humiliated, our struggle is not to save the Shabbos desecrator from sin. That surely would
be an important goal on its own. And as regards that goal, it indeed would make sense to
evaluate whether the struggle is worthwhile, for the reasons you just mentioned.

"Rather, when we go out to battle and raise an outcry, we do so because the non-
observant are fighting a war against Shabbos Kodesh itself. We're defending the honor
of Shabbos. We didn't initiate the conflict. On the contrary, we are standing on
Shabbos's side and fighting back for her! It is Shabbos's war. And during war, different
rules apply. We weigh the benefit it will provide to Shabbos, and if we think we can save
her honor from being trampled underfoot, then we must come to her aid with every
means at our disposal!"

On another occasion the Rav was riding with a non-observant taxi driver, who was
telling his friend on the phone how he drives on Shabbos. He was cheerfully recounting
that last Shabbos he took a trip here, and the Shabbos before he had a great time
touring there, etc. Everything he recollected involved flagrant Shabbos desecration.
The Rav could not remain silent in face of such hurtful conversation. He turned to his
fellow passenger and started telling him a story, so the driver would overhear: "Listen
to this story - I was driving in my car, and suddenly in my rearview mirror I saw my
father standing behind the car. You know what I did? I immediately shifted into reverse
and plowed backward at full speed, and I ran over my father! Yeah, it was really funny.
Then I drove forward again and happily went on my way. It was so much fun!"

"You should be ashamed of yourself!" screamed the driver. "What's the matter with
you—are you crazy or something?! If you had the nerve to do such a terrible thing to
your own father who brought you into the world, why aren't you at least embarrassed
to talk about it?!" The Rav could now make his point: "And what about you? Didn't you
run over your mother? Why aren't you embarrassed about running over Shabbos, your
own mother, each week? Why doesn't it shake you up?" The Rav's question went
unanswered.
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What general outlook can we use in order to make full use of the Three Weeks?

The Shulchan Aruch says Wipna m°a 1277 Y 8T %0 DAY 787 - it’s proper for
people to be sad and worried about what we lost by the churban Beis Hamikdash
(Orach Chaim 1:3).

Now, in general, if we keep in mind the fact that we once had a place where we
could come together and demonstrate — now I'm saying something on the lowest
possible level, but even that level is important — that %7 &1 11 and He's Elokei
Yisroel, that He lives only by us, and we're sad because we lost that tremendous
opportunity, that’s already an achievement.

It's so fundamental, this principle that PuDWwn yIRD 522 1WPHYR 1 K17, that He's
Hashem Elokeinu and His judgments are over all the world (Tehillim 105:7). It means
His judgments throughout the entire world are in the role of Hashem, Elokei Yisroel.
Whatever happens in the world happens only because of us. All the changes in the
history of nations that have taken place and will take place are because of us. And
the Beis Hamikdash demonstrated that.

That’s what the Beis Hamikdash was — a demonstration that 97?2 miw mrawi.
Not that He’s Hashem, Elokei ha’olam, and we also worship Him. No, that’s not
Torah. He is Hashem, Elokei Yisroel. Like it states at least 165 times in Tanach and
many more times, other expressions. He belongs to us and we belong to Him! Of
course, He is the Creator of the world, but we are His chosen people. And the Beis
Hamikdash demonstrated that to the world.

And when that went lost, the kevod Shamayim, the glory of Hashem, the
demonstration of His ruling the world as Elokei Yisroel went lost. And therefore we
should keep in mind as much as possible during the Three Weeks that this great
demonstration has gone lost and that’s what they call golus haShechina, the
Shechina is in exile. And we yearn to have that open demonstration once again.
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